Malcolm McGonigle


Judging the Monologue Competition
I’ve been asked to share a few notes explaining my processes in arriving at the 6 winning pieces.
First off, it’s important to stress that all entries were anonymised before being sent to me and I approached each story enthusiastically with the thrill of expectation of an eager reader.
Secondly, the standard was very high. I received 50 entries and was surprised at the quality and creativity of what I presumed were ‘amateur’ writers (although I may be wrong on this).
Overall my choices were based on the instincts of an enthusiastic reader. Although I’m a professional writer I am still a sucker for a great tale well told. I may know lots of the tricks of the trade but a nicely turned story spoken by a believable character will tickle my instincts long before any tools of the craft take over.

Looking back over the winning choices I can see that my favourite stories featured an engaging character who drew me into a vivid (occasionally unusual) situation which had a dramatic turning point or a reversal of my expectations. Unexpected twists and turns are the stuff of great drama and although the monologue form is essentially one character speaking, the dialogue still needs those pop out moments where the audience sense a new direction is looming. This reversal of expected situations makes the audience sit up and ask ‘what is ACTUALLY happening here?’ And we are instantly engaged. When the audience reach the end of a monologue piece we should feel surprised that the story isn’t what it appeared to be at the beginning. This little journey of surprises is something my choices had in common.
The winning works also had a natural sounding voice. Since monologues are made to be spoken aloud it’s really important that the dialogue captures this authenticity. Whether it be an elderly duchess or an out of work plumber, we need to hear their authentic voice in the writing as well as the performance in order to be properly engaged. Some entries were pleasantly written, almost prose pieces, but they sounded quite ‘writerly’ as opposed to building a believable voice in a believable world.
All in all, the standard of work was really high and it gave me great pleasure to sit back and get immersed in all these created realities. It was a really interesting and entertaining competition to be asked to judge. My advice to all who entered is to keep going. Get those ideas down and keep writing your heart out. Lockdown may be a lot longer than we expect.
